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Abstract

The actual status of and challenges associated with the pathological diagnosis of
hormone receptor (HR)-positive and human epidermal growth factor receptor 2
(HER2)-negative (HR+/HER2—-) early breast cancer in Japan remains unclear to date.
The present study investigated the landscape and physicians’ perceptions regarding
the performance of pathological diagnosis of breast cancer, including pathological
grading, and described information sharing between pathologists and clinicians. An
online survey involved 101 pathologists who perform histopathological diagnosis on
excised specimens of HR +/HER2— invasive breast cancer and 130 clinicians who treat
mastectomy cases of patients with HR + /HERZ — invasive breast cancer. More than
60% of pathologists indicated that the association between the pathologic grade and
the risk of recurrence or treatment choice was unclear. Additionally, it was confirmed
that among the three scores for each evaluation item of pathological grading,
pathologists appeared to provide an intermediate score (“2”) by convention when
they had difficulties making decisions in borderline cases. Notably, >60% of clinicians
judged that pathological grade 3 was related to a high risk of recurrence. Additionally,
>80% of pathologists and clinicians agreed that better recurrence risk assessments
are achieved by increasing information sharing and communication among them. It is
important to improve the medical environment, such as by providing an opportunity
for pathologists to access the latest information on breast cancer and an opportunity
for information to be shared between pathologists and clinicians.
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