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Abstract

An online questionnaire survey was conducted to investigate the perceptions of
300 pediatricians regarding the current status of diagnosis, treatment, and prevention
of respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) infection. Of the major pediatric infections, RSV
infection was the most common response when the pediatricians were asked what
was “the most severe” (39.3%) and what they “would like to prevent” (65.3%). In
terms of “the most frequently seen infection,” the most common response was
infectious gastroenteritis followed by RSV infection. Regarding the burden on the
patient’s family or guardians, many pediatricians reported that the mental burden
(81.3%) and physical burden (80.7%) for a baby contracting RSV infection within
several months of being born, and the family’s physical burden of staying in the
hospital with the baby (76.3%) were high. With respect to the perceived economic
burden, many pediatricians reported a high impact of taking time off and loss of
productivity (66.7%). Regarding the burden on healthcare professionals, many
pediatricians reported a high level of anxiety when the patient’s condition suddenly
changed or worsened, including at night (61.3% ). Pediatricians also felt that the
mental and psychological burden associated with medical care (46.3%), and the
burden required to implement infection control (50.3%) were high. Overall, these
results suggest that measures to prevent RSV infection are needed for all children.
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